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This webinar investigates the pervasiveness of complex forms of disadvantage across the life 
course for older populations, and how the COVID-19 outbreak has altered these patterns. It 
presents the findings of three empirical research studies conducted during the pandemic on 
different kinds of inequality: health and gender implications for older workers; age 
discrimination and safeguarding access to services; exclusion from social relations for older 
men and women. Speakers will interrogate processes of economic, social and symbolic 
deficit, and present an analysis based on the direct lived experiences of older adults. While 
the concentration will be on Irish evidence, each study incorporates a cross-national design. 
Contributors will include: Prof. Kieran Walsh (ICSG); Dr. Aine Ni Leime (ICSG) speaking on 
health and gender considerations for older workers; Celia Sheridan (ICSG) exploring 
exclusion from social relations for older men and women; Stefan Hopf (ICSG and Age 
Platform Europe) speaking on age discrimination in accessing goods and services. Prof. 
Andreas Motel Klingebiel (Linköping University, Sweden) will serve as respondent. 

Contributors 

Áine Ní Léime is Deputy Director at the Irish Centre for Social 
Gerontology, NUI Galway. Her recent research focuses on gender, 
ageing and extended working life. She is currently PI for Ireland on an 
EU – funded cross-national project on older workers, Dynamics of 
Accumulated Inequalities for Seniors in Employment (DAISIE) (2018-
2021).  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celia Sheridan joined the Irish Centre of Social Gerontology (ICSG) as 
a PhD candidate in 2019.  Celia has an MA in Gender, Globalisation 
and Rights from the Centre for Global Women’s Studies, also at 
NUIG.  Her PhD research is an investigation of the gendered 
exclusion from social relations in later life and the implications of 
major life events. 
 
 
 

 



Stefan Hopf is a staff member of AGE Platform Europe and is a PhD 
candidate at the ICSG, as a part of the EuroAgeism PhD Training 
Network. His PhD focuses on age discrimination in accessing goods 
and services. He received his Master's degree in sociology from the 
University of Vienna. Stefan’s research interests include socio-legal 
issues of domestic violence and security research.  
 
 

 
 
Andreas Motel-Klingebiel is Professor of Ageing and Later Life at 
Linköping University’s Division Ageing and Social Change (ASC) and a 
Sociologist and Gerontologist. His research targets the multi-level 
interdependencies between social change, life courses, human 
ageing and old age with an emphasis on quality of life, diversity, 
distributions, social inequality and exclusion.  
 
 


